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(continued)



• Develop good communication skills with your kids. Good communication means that it's 
open, frequent, and positive. This will allow your kids to express themselves and 
confide in you.  

 
• Find positive role models for your children. 
 
• Spend time with your kids. Plan activities for the entire family, such as trips to parks, 

libraries, museums, or the beach. Give them attention!  
 

• Give your kids some one-on-one time, so that you can give 
them your undivided attention.  

 
• Don't buy or let your children wear clothing that resembles 

gang wear. They might attract attention from the wrong people.  
 
• Set limits and rules for your kids. From an early age, let them 

know what is acceptable and what is not acceptable. Enforce a curfew. Don't let them 
hang out until all hours of the night.  

 
• Don't let your kids write, or draw graffiti like gang members.  

 
• Get involved in your kid's education. Take an interest in your kids, go to their schools, 

get to know their teachers, and attend parent-teacher events.  
 
• Learn about gangs and gang activity in your community. Get educated! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you follow these steps, your children may be less likely to join a gang. 
 

You can make the difference in your child's life. 
 

Be active and show them how much you love and appreciate them. 
 

It's never too late to start! 

Information Provided by: 
 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
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