Ashford: Nord Yakovleff

Nord has devoted countless hours of volunteer service to scouting programs over the past 15 years.  His specialties include; wildlife, outdoor skills and bicycling.  His commitment to positive youth development is year round and he is a daily volunteer at the JN Webster Scout Camp in the summer.

Brooklyn:  Krista Leeder

Krista has worked multiple hours teaching karate classes & giving demonstrations for young students to develop their skills and self discipline.  She is sensitive to the needs of others and adept at organizing members of her church to become involved in volunteer service projects—Locks of Love (hair donations) and food donations.  She recently presented a program on drug/alcohol abuse awareness.

Canterbury:  Roland Welch

Roland has worked for many years mostly behind the scenes, developing resources and funding to support youth sports programs in the school and community through the Canterbury Athletic Association and the Baldwin Booster Club.  A new gymnasium floor and girls softball field are two of his recent projects.  He has also coached boys JV basketball at the Baldwin Middle School..

Chaplin:  Jim Lanham

Jim is a dedicated and enthusiastic volunteer who gives his time and commitment to youth sports in the town of Chaplin.  He works with the town recreation basketball teams and little league baseball program.  Jim is also active on an on-going basis with the scouting program serving as a positive role model/mentor in the community.

Columbia:  Bruce Fernandez

Bruce has volunteered hundreds of hours over the past twelve years working with young people in Columbia.  He has been a Cub and Boy Scout Leader for the past ten years.  He currently co-chairs the Columbia Recreation Ski Club and he is a tireless volunteer in the Columbia Windham Soccer Alliance coaching boys and girls.  He also performs organizational tasks for the Alliance.
Coventry:  Paul Manzone

Paul has been serving the Coventry community on a professional and volunteer basis for over 30 years.  A school guidance counselor, he is active with the local Lions Club, Coventry Youth Advisory Board and the Coventry High School Scholarship Committee.  He has provided input to shape programs and opportunities for Coventry’s youth and raised funds for scholarships.  He also serves on the Conservation Commission making a commitment to better his community.

Eastford:  Charlotte Nowakowski & Debi Johnson

This mother-daughter team exemplifys the spirit of volunteerism.  Charlotte is a grandmother figure/role model for students organizing the school store as a business venture and school social service project.  She is the enthusiastic “meet and greet” hostess at Eastford Elementary School spreading cheerfulness and a positive outlook on a daily basis.  Debi has been room mother for 8th graders for the past two years.  Despite working a full-time job she spends countless hours organizing, making phone calls and acting as liaison to students and their parents to make school/community activities a bigger success.  She also serves as a chaperone for field trips and school dances,  this mother-daughter team relates to students, particularly middle 
Schoolers with an ease and confidence that makes them wonderful role models for the young people at Eastford Elementary.

Hampton:  Michael Jacobson

Michael has devoted countless volunteer hours over the past three years serving as a Cub Master.  Scouting activities are family oriented and focused on building character and skills.  He has organized a bottle drive to support field trips for the scouts and he is an exemplary role model for the youth of Hampton.

Killingly:  Tracy Wood-Waggoner

While Tracy serves as the assistant to the Director of Parks and Recreation she consistently and steadfastly goes above and beyond her very busy professional duties to be involved working with youth outside of office hours.  She has demonstrated caring, compassion and enthusiasm in all aspects of recreation programs but particularly with soccer and basketball teams.  Tracy has provided volunteer services to Killingly’s youth for the past fifteen years.

Lebanon:  Jack Amalfi

Jack has been actively involved (20 + hours per month) with scouting activities for over 15 years guiding young people by his example.  He has served the scouting program in many capacities—Cub Leader, Troop Leader, training coordinator, district trainer for adults and mentor for eagle scout projects.

Mansfield:  Joan Doiron

Joan works as a physical education teacher at E. O. Smith High School.  She volunteers her time with the American Cancer Society and coordinates youth teams to participate in Relay for Life.  Joan also coaches unified sports teams (youth with mental and physical disabilities) and recruits non- disabled students to volunteer and mentor the unified team members.  She is a role model and inspiration to the youth in Mansfield.

Plainfield:  Steve Martin

Steve provides volunteer service to youth and adults of the Plainfield community and on many levels.  As chair of the Board of Finance he has supported funding for youth programs.  He has been an active member of the Plainfield Lions Club and their service projects.  For the past six years he’s volunteered in cub and boy scout programs as a scout-master organizing scout participation in Relay for Life.

Pomfret:  Larry Gregoire

Larry is a “little league lifer” serving the youth of Pomfret for the past twenty years.  He’s worked in the concession stand, grounds keeping and as a team manager.  He started umpiring in 1990 doing 3 games per week or 75 games per year and has umpired little league All-Star games since 1994.

Putnam:  John Barylski

John is a Boy Scout Leader, Pack #25 who has volunteered in services in many capacities for over 20 years.  He has served quietly as a mentor to countless young men and is described as a quiet hero and role model.  He recently developed a flag folding ceremony for the scouting program.

Scotland:  Rita Williams

Rita worked as a paraprofessional in many capacities during her career at Scotland Elementary School.  She loved her work and she loved the students so much so that she has continued to mentor, support and serve as a nurturing adult role model on a volunteer bases for the past three years.

Sterling:  Ralph Gumbs

Ralph is a civic-minded activist serving on the Sterling Planning Commission, Building Committee and the Board of Directors of the Moosup Little League he is also very active  coaching youth baseball and basketball teams on an almost year round basis.  He organized the funding and implementation of a grant to re-construct the town recreation baseball field.

Thompson:  George Jewell

George has dedicated over 28 years to teaching Social Studies at Thompson Middle School.  As a labor of love he has planned and organized an 8th grade class trip for graduates and their families to Washington, D.C. (1st week of July).  This trip has become a “rite of passage” for  8th graders and reflects his ability to inspire and motivate his students by his example as a positive role model.

Union:  Jerry Baggish

Jerry has devoted over 30 years of service to the town of Union as a teacher, administrator and model adult for the students.  He is active in civic events and provides students with a positive role model.  He has volunteered his time and service for fund raising and youth supervision at spaghetti suppers, class trips, graduation and trips to UCONN for a swim program

Willington:  Wendy Andreoli

Wendy is a volunteer member of Willington Youth, Family and Social Services Advisory Board and a volunteer leader for New Horizon Girl’s Group@ Hall Memorial School.  She works on self-esteem, values and community involvement with 20 girls.  She is highly dedicated and demonstrates a sense of caring and understanding while helping students to develop for their full potential.
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Windham:  Dolly VonHusen

Dolly is a neighborhood activist within the Village Heights apartment complex.  She has opened her home to children and their parents in the neighborhood.  For several years she has shared her expertise in ceramics by teaching a workshop for students during the April school vacation week.  She also volunteers as a member of the Windham Weed & Seed council developing youth programs.

Woodstock:  Gary Sosnowski

Gary has been teaching and coaching ice hockey in the Griffen Youth Hockey organization for the past nine years to children ages 5—18.  He also coordinated the coaching program holding weekly coaches meetings/training sessions.  Through his efforts participants have learned valuable life lessons, teamwork skills and the development of self-confidence.  His volunteer work has had a positive influence  hundreds of youth participating in the Griffin Youth Hockey Program.

